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liONDON, May 0, 1817.
Vl v residence is nearly three miles froili my city

place of business, and I always wulk home in an

afternoon, when the weather will permit my doing
so. Being desirous ot seeing as much ot this
mighty aggregation of human beings as 1 can, and
of casting at least a passing look upon as many as

possible of the old buildings and places which his¬
tory or individual circumstance may have rendered
famous, 1 vary my walks in every direction ; and
as I always perform my peregrinations in daylight,
and with pockets as nearly empty as possible, 1
venture into by-ways, courts, alleys, and passages,
which 1 should not dare to approach but under
these protections, and confidence in the very excel¬
lent police. By these varied and various journey-
nigs I have become more intimately acquainted
with the state of London society, and the condition
ol those classes of the population which constitute
the overwhelming majority of the two millions of
human beings who are brought together within its
vortex, than any one can do who confines his walks
either to the gay streets at the west end, or the
crowded marts ofbusiness in the city. 1 wish that
this more intimate investigation of mine had a ten¬

dency to increase my satisfaction, either as to the phy¬
sical and worldly condition, or the moral and men¬

ial state of the mass of the inhabitants of this mo¬

dern Babylon. Alas, the reverse is most decidedly
the case ! Every day my heart is pained by the
sight of suffering which 1 cannot alleviate, of igno¬
rance which I cannot remove, and of vice which 1
cannot correct. Strange to say, but it really is so,
the number of these objects in these human dens
(for 1 cannot give them a bettername) diminishes to a

more tolerable degree the pain and sorrow which
would be caused by the contemplation of any indi¬
vidual case ; but now and then it happens that the
appearance of some miserable being is so strongly
marked with suffering and degradation as to refuse
to have its effect obliterated by succeeding ones.

A momentary glance fixes a sort of daguerreotype
impression upon the memory, that accompanies
you to your fireside and to your bed for days and
nights afterwards. But 1 will not dilate upon this
painful subject, anxious as I am to see nothing and
to report of nothing but good in my native land.
After a walk last night most particularly fruitful in
painful objects, disagreeable associations, and me-

lanchojy anticipations as to tlie sort of future which
the unpromising present appeared naturally to con¬

duct It), I fell iuto a train of reflections as to the
causes of what I. had seen and its remedy. Let
me briefly, in the absence of public matters of in¬
terest, recapitulate my reflections.
The population of that vast ay^re^ate of street*

and houses, known under the general name of Lon¬
don, was in 1841 ascertained to be very nearly
'2,(>00,000 ; the annual increase] since that date is
calculated to be about 40,000 ; so that the present
population is, in round numbers, 2,250,000. The
classification of this vast amount of human life is
not a very easy matter. The Post Office Directo¬
ry for the present year enumerates very nearly
100,000 houses of business under the commercial
alphabet, and about 27.,000 names in the court and
fashionable list. Now, supposing that these names

are each representative of a family, and that the
family of a man ol business, lncluUmg domestic
servants, consists on an average of six persons ; and
that of a peer, official dignity, or fashionable man

at the court end, consists of twelve on an average,
we shall have 024,000 as the number of persons
immediately connected with or living in the fami¬
lies of these two classes. But we may add ai
least one to each of the houses of business for
clerks, warehousemen, <fcc., and there will many of
them have families; taking these families at an

average of three, there will be 300,000 more to
connect with the commercial classes, and the busi¬
ness and court or fashionable parts of the population
will be represented by 1,224,000, call -it 1,250,000,
and we have a million more to apportion. Now,
if we suppose that half this number consists of per¬
sons in small retail shops, day working mechanics
and laborers, cabmen, porters, and others who are

reallv necessary to such a population, and who
therefore may depend upon receiving wages or re-

numeration adequate to their necessary wants, we

shall still have half a million ot human beings who
are floating loose upon the surface of society, de¬
pendant upon the accidcnts of the day for the food
of the day, adding no strength to any of the world's
great interests, because unconnected with any of
them, but opposed to them all, because they feel in
their craving appetites and insufficient supplies that
there is nothing in the world which is friendly to
them. But this may be an overcharged calcula¬
tion ; I am willing to hope that it is, but am afraid
that it is not. 1 will suppose, however, that halt
these 500,000 persons may receive employment
and adequate provisions as laborers, occasional
workmen, <fcc., there will still be 250,000 to pro¬
vide for; and if to these there be added the number
of destitute wanderer from the provinces, starving
Irish, and distressed continental foreigners, I ain

greatly afraid that the number of half-starved, half-
fed, destitute human beings in this great metropolis
and its suburbs, cannot be taken at this time as less
than 300,000 \ A fearful amount of misery, and
sufficient to account for all the painful sights which
1 have witnessed; all the degradation and crime
which must accompany it, and all the apprehensions
ot the future which most fearfully oppress those
who think most about it. Mv friends on both
sides of the water have often regarded me as an

optimist, and 1 acknowledge the charge, having al¬
ways fell a greater pleasure (as well as taken, in iny
opinion, a more correct view of a superintending
all-wise Providence) in looking on the bright side
of things than on the dark, and in anticipating good
rather than evil. I hope I have not taken an opti¬
mistview of the condition of the population of
London, but still I fear it is the bent and most fa¬
vorable view which can be taken of it.
The question for the philanthropist is, can this

mass of misery and degradation be diminished ? I
am greatly afraid that it cannot. The business of
London requires a vast number ol working people
to perform it.the gre:it opposition in all branches
. ¦I business causes it to be done at the smallest pos-
sible profit; the wages of the working men are re¬

duced hi proportion ; they cannot afford time to at¬
tend to or money to educate their children ; on the
contrary, the children, so soon as they can earn

sixpence, arc made to do so, and to add to the fami¬
ly treasury. Thus ignorance is perpetuated, and
with it come- improvidence, mental degradation,
sensual gratification, anil all the train of lamentable
circumstances which give a tone and a character
to a'great part of London population. But not of
London alone; it is so, more or less, in all great
gatherings together of human beings; it is insepa¬rable from great cities ; it is ihe bitter tax which
an advanced state of society has to pay for that ad¬
vance. The more luxurious and refined one por¬
tion of a people become, the more depressed and
degraded must all other portions be; at least it will
be so, in all countries where the population treads
close upon the means of subsistence, and this de¬
pression and degradation must be in such countries
fearfully augmented in all cases of scarcity of the
necessaries of life. Under such a calamity Great
Britain is now suffering; and it is to be feared that
the effects will continue to be felt long after the
cause has ceased.
May 10..The pressure in the money market

continues tinabatet}. The Chancellor of the Ex¬
chequer has proposed resolutions with respect to
this pressure, and a remedy for its alleviation. In

the debate occasioned by the introduction of theqe
resolutions, much light was thrown upon the mone¬

tary and commercial condition of England, particu¬
larly by Mr. Brown, the member lor South Lan-
cashire i and by Mr. Titos. Baring. The opinions
of practical men of business like these are worth
citing ; and their statements may be depended up-
on. I have always thought that one great merit,
and a very great one it is, in the character of Sir
R. I'eel, is his great practical knowledge, and his
willingness always to yield to conviction, even in
opposition to long-cherished opinions, and to indi¬
vidual feelings, party connexions, and previously
expressed intentions.

Mr. Brown stated that there were in circulation
and in the banks more than forty millions of sove¬

reigns; and was inclined to believe that a great re¬

lief would be experienced in the money market if
the Bank of England was allowed to issue small
notes to the amount, or to a great part thereof, of
such specie circulation. Mr. Baring attributes
much of the present pressure to the injudicious re¬

striction upon bank issues under the enactments of
Sir Robert Peel's bill of 1844; and Lord G. Ben-
tick cited a case where a house of business in Lon¬
don held L tt0,000 worth of silver bullion, but who
could not obtain any assistance from the bank in
consequence of the restriction. Mr. Brown attri¬
butes the pressure in the money market to famine,
anil the consequent high price of grain, to the ab¬
sorption of capital by railway speculations, to the high price
of cotton, anil to the bank restriction. It was stated, during
the debate, that the entire paper circulation of the liank oi
England and the country banks at this time amounted to forty
millions of pound* sterling. I remember, when evidence was

taken before a committee of your House of Representatives,
some years ngo, with respect to (he proportion which ought
to exist between paper issues and specie, many experienced
men slated their opinions to be that three dollars in paper
might be safely issued for every dollar in sj>ecie in possession
of a bank, but Sir Robert Peel's bill limits the circulation of
the bank to the amount of specie which it holds, save and ex¬

cept the fourteen millions which it is allowed to keep in cir¬
culation, for that amount of money owing to the bank from
Government, and which the latter ought to pay in specie.
The cotton market here appears to be in a terrible state ;

the price is high, and manufacturers are unwilling to pur¬
chase, in many cases it is said unable, froin their finding it
impossible to obtain discounts from the banks. This scarcity
of cash and the uncertainty which at present hangs over all
money matters, have occasioned, it is said, many dealers in
grain to countermand orders previously given for shipments
from the [,'nited States.
Mat U..From some cause or other the price of bread¬

stuff has fearfully advanced during the last week, at least
Ills, per quarter, and good wheat now fetches in Mark Lane
from 4.5 to £5 10s. per quarter, or from 75 to $3.00 per
bushel. We look to you, and to you only, for supplies. Con¬
tinental Europe will have enough to do to take care of herself;
the surplus of one part will scarcely supply the deficiency of
another. Surely when your canals are open and the supplies
are brought down to the seaboard, you will ship us an abun¬
dance ; depend upon its fetching most ample remunerating
prices, for we ..»«-/ perish wit/unit it.

/
Sir K Peel admits that the principles of his bill regarding the

bank are severely tested by present circumstances, but says that
its enactments have saved the country from a much wor-e state
of things, by controlling the issues of paper money, and thereby
giving a confidence in the public mind in our moneyed insti¬
tutions. In ltfHi and 1836, when previous pressures exist¬
ed, the circulation of paper was in a gn at measure unrestrict¬
ed, and failures took place to a grievous and ruinous extent.
Not so at this time; not one hotme of any eminence ha* given
way.there is great pressure but no panicthe pressure is
regarded as temporary.the state of the country sound.
The declared value of the cotton imported this year is thir¬

teen millions of pounds sterling. The year before it was

twenty-three millions, and yet this year the price paid per
pound has exceeded that of the former year. Does this arise
from the shortness of the crop only, or are other not so obvious
.causes at work ' Business is almost at a stand-still in Lan¬
cashire : out of 1,161 mills in that county 728 are now either
closed or working short time ; and of the 226,000 hands usual¬
ly employed therein, more than 100,000 are now working short
hours and 83,000 arc entirily unemployed.another serious
item in the sfctfering of the country. .

May 13 .The weather is now deliciously fine j after some
copious but gentle rains vegetation has taken a start which,
even to me, accustomed as 1 have been for many years to the
burst of the beautiful foliage of the American woods, is aston-

idling. The air feels jierfect halm, and in full of genial inMn-
sncCf ami delightful effects. When a few miles from London,
and beyond the range of its canopy of smoke, every thing
wears an asjiect as ilrlightful as poet ever described, or a f>oet-
ically warmed- imigination conceived of. The apple, pear,
and other fruit tree* are in full bloom, and fill the air with fra¬
grance, whilst the innumerable larks, blackbird*, thrushes,
goldfinches, linnets, &.<.. load the breeze with melody. We
nowhere *o strongly feel the truth of the poet'c line, that
" God made the country and man made the town," as in this
neighborhood, where, within fifteen minutes, the fieculiar
chaiacteiistics of country and town may l>e observed in their
extreme degree ; for no.vhere doe* rural lieauty exist iu high-,
er perfection than in some spot* within a few miles of Lon¬
don, and in no place can the miseries and suffering and depri¬
vation of a Crowded city lie so seen, felt, and understood, as

in some parts of this vast ineirupolis. But yet the poet's aen-
tiinrnt is more antithetical than correct, for tire rich and su¬

preme lieauty of the country round London is in as great mea¬
sure owing to the industry, the skill, ami the exertion of man
as the misery of the town is owin? to hi* errors, his follies, or
his crimes ; and if it I* man who has tilled the workhouse and
peopled the jail, it is also man who has caused the wilderness
to blossom like the rose.

One important effect of this delightful weather is the health¬
ful and heart-cheering appearance which it hns caused the
growing wheat crojw to exhibit; and, as a late harvest would
of course increase the difficulty of our position, every thing
which tends to produce an early one must have a directly con¬

trary effect. There is also reason to suppose that the scarcity
of the present year has induced a prudent attention to the
growth of wheat in continental Kur»pe. It is said that more
than twice the usual quantity of land has been sown with
wheat in ftaly, and that there will be a great export of grain
from thence next year.

I alluded in my last In a temporary reliet which our money
market had experienced from the investment of from two to
three million* sterling irt our funds liy the Kuusian fiovern-
mcnt. It is now rumored that Meheinet Alii* about to invent
a similar amount. These purrha*es show great confidence in
our political and financial establishment*, and are at the pre¬
sent time quite an useful a* complimentary.

Itonl John Ku*sell paid a very high compliment to the »ha-
ructer of the American people, when nlluding to the benevo¬
lent ami kind feeling which they had exhibited, not only in
word* hut in derrf*, towards the suffering Irish and Hcotch, in
a speech which he made a few day* ago at the Mansion House
I know from high authority that the conduct of America, in
this trying calamity, ha* elicited the warinewt praise wherever
it ha* been alluded to, and that it has been and will continue
to lie a great softener of prejudice*. Wertf it not for ocea-
airmal vituperation* in the Time*, which probably sometimes
i« actuated bv a zeal withnul knowledge, or at all event* above
its knowledge, and a fling in l)ougla* Jeirold'* paper about
the conduct of the Mexican w.ir, in which it i* likely * major-,
ity of the citizens of the I'nited State* agree with him, we

*hould see nothing but symptoms of good feeling, kindness,
and rcspect. The (Quarterly tins softened much in it* tone,
a.id if it ha* not already liecome liberal, it i* decently tolerant.
Your Minister, Mr. Bam mux, is growing rapidly in popular**
tv. Hi* celebrity a# a man of letters, and the warm interest
which he take* in all makers relating to science and art, ren¬
der him an admirable successor to Mr. Ev r. wktt, and rai*e the
standan! of American character very much in this country
He was probably the very best election that Mr. f'ol.R could
make frrtm among hi* party.
May IS..The only new*of the morning i* not good new*;

for it is that riot* and disturbance* on account of the high
price of fsnl have occurred in .Nottinghamshire, Cornwall,
Devonshire, Somersetshire, and Staffordshire. These out¬
breaks have lieen easily (|uel|vd so far,/and the Secretary for
the Home Department, when *| plied to in the House of Com-

monis laqt night, expressed a hope that nothing serious was

likely to occur, and staled that every precautionary step had
been taken by the Government. On the continent equal if
not greater pressure arid consequent suffering appear to exist,
and we have statements of food-riots in Doheuiia, Wurtern-
burg, Prussia, Belgium, &c. A very significant expression
of the state ot things in Austria is, that that Government lias

prohibited the exportation of grain.
The political slate of Europe is one of more quietness and

com|>osure than it was some months ago. The Queen of

Portugal hus accepted the mediation of England, and has of¬
fered concessions to the people which will probably put an

end to the rebellion. In Spain things are proceeding satisfac¬
torily. The King and Queen u/iptur to be on a good under¬
standing. A rumor circulated for a few days that the life of
the Queen had been attempted, but the truth or falsehood of
the report i> not yet ascertained. A Madrid (*uper, and one

which is said to speak the views of the Administration, in dis¬
cussing the future policy of Spain, argues strongly to prove
that it will be her policy to side with England rather than with
France.a conclusion rather opposite to Louis Philippe's
wishes, and not contemplated by him when he forfeited the
confidence of England by the part he played in the Spanish
marri ges. In France there seems nothing of importance ex¬

cepting the changes in the Ministry and the effects which such
changes may have upon M. Guiiot's popularity and power.
The Pope is marching steadily along in his enlightened and

philanthropic course, lie has lately issued an edict directing
the assembling of the Slates, with a view of inquiring into the
situation of the people, and bettering their political, moral,
arid social condition. ,

Mr. Oobden has lately been visiting Tuscany, and, in a

speech delivered in Florence, he has complimented the people
highly for their enlightened commercial policy, and for their
long-continued adherence to the principles of free trade. The
Grand Duke of Tuscany has lately emancipated the press
from the greater part of the restrictions which have hitherto

prevented its useful operation. There is nothing so likely to

emancipate and elevate Italy as a free and enlightened press ;
and such sovereigns as the present Pope and the reigning
Duke of Tuscany give promise of a brighter day being about
to dawn upon that beautiful and interesting country. One
of the on i/ils of the day is that the crown of Greece has
been or is about to Ife offered to Prince Louis Napoleon.
Greece will get into a squabble with Turkey at last, unless
she submits to the guidance of some wiser and cooler heads
than at present control her alfairs. There appears to be a

taking of fides already by the Powers of Europe in this
Greek and Turkish business. Russia agrees with England
in her support of Turkey, whilst France is as decidedly on the
side of Greece. The Prince de Joinville has taken the command
of a squadron of French ships in the Mediterranean, and Sir
Charles Nupier will soon hoist his flag as commander of a

squadron of English ones. There is not, however, any ab¬
solute demonstration of war in these preliminary movements;
they are only precautionary, arid indicative of national feeling.

Mehemet Ali is achieving wonders in Egypt by drainage,
road making, canal-digging, &c. The whole is
employed in filling up marshes, building villages, «)kc. jV.
most curious source of revenue has been discovered in Egypt,
none other than that to be derived from the Jine linen in
which the immense depositee of mummies are wrapped, when
applied to the manufactuie of paper. Calculations have
been made, founded upon mummy statistics, which show
the linen swathings of these ancient Egyptians to be worth
twenty-one millions of dollars. The Athtnxum of last Satur¬
day gives the calculation at leiigth, but adds, cautiously, if it
be worth half the money it is no inconsiderable amount.

1 am grieved to report that the price of wheat has advanced
full 7s. per quarter ujion that of the last week, and symp¬
toms of still further advance. The consumption of Indian
rneal is rapidly increasing in Lancashire and also in London.
There is a report that a Kussian ukase has been issued pro¬
hibiting the exportation of grain. Again I say, and repeat it
emphatically, it is to the United States alone that wc can

look for supplies of food. Surely, surely you can send them.
In the mean time famine and fever are doing their deadly
work in Ir< land. A quarantine has been established at Li¬
verpool upon all vessels coming from Ireland. Tho fever-
hospitals at the former place are filled to overflowing. More
than 100,000 of the destitute Irish who have left Ireland since
the 1st of January, are believed to be in Liverpool. During
the last four weeks 45,216 have landed there, and most of
them have applied for relief. In the same period last year
only 1824 applied for assistance. How alarming the contrast !

In Manchester, out of 177 manufacturing establishments,
only 98 are working full time, 50 arc working short time,
and 29 have stopped working entirely ; and out of 40,333 cur¬
atives only 21,507 receive full employment, 9,287 work short
time, and 9,539 are earning nothing. This is, indeed, a ter¬
rible picture ; I wish it was not a true one. Our money mar¬

ket is -till very tight; but how can it be easy if the following
calculations, made by Mr. Allison, lie correct ' He says that
the total amount of gold, silver, and paper in circulation is
only fifty-six millions of pounds sterling ; but that, when
compared with the circulation of 1820, if it had kept pace
with our exports, it ought to be one hundred and twenty mil¬
lions ; if with our imports, it ought to lie ninety-six millions ;
if with the increase of shipping, ninety-four millions ; and if
if with the increased population, s«venty-fwo millions. Add
to this the fact that the railway calls for money are now and
will continue to l>e, for two years more, one million sterling
per week ; and the wonder is that the market is not still
lighter. Some hope is entertained that foreign capitalists
may equalize exchanges and ease our pressure by the invest¬
ment of funds in our railroads. I believe some purchases have
I teen made. The ten hours' factory bill [tassed to a second
reading in the House of Lords last night by a large majority.
There is no doubt of its ultimate passage.

In Theatricals we have nothing new but the most trium¬
phant debut of Jenny Lind, and her increasing fame at each
appearance. The press is literally unanimous in its praise
of her astonishing excellence. Fanny Elssler has also made
her appearance at Covent Oarden, and is pronounced to excel
even her former self. Mrs. Butler has l*en performing at
the Princess Theatre she has reaped great praise, but has
not escaped severe criticism. Her " War of Comtolation"
has received much attention from the critics, and in general
has Iteen highly spoken of. The Poet Laureate (Words¬
worth) is preparing an ode to t»e |ierforme<l at the a|*pronrhing
inauguration of .Prince All>ert as Chancellor of Cambridge
University. The magazines for the month arc all very poor;
Dombey and Son very flat and unworthy of its author, whp
seems trifling with the Public Some of the reviews speak
highly of a new novel entitled " Ranthorpe." I have not
xecn it. *

.
*

KHoM THK raTKBtHVRIi (v*.) IKTIlUOm71.
" FKitKRAMHTs.".Whenever the l.ocofoco party are ill

a strait, and don't know how to net out with whale bones,they raise the cry of " Federalist)" against their opponents.Bo much is this their practice, that the iteration ami reitera¬tion of this taliamanic word by the preaaof thai power worship-pine pnrtv as surely indicates foul weiithei to thein as the fallof the barometer denotes i^in the physical world.
The late Governor Hah hoi r.who, in his peculiar way,was the l>est anecdote teller we ever knew.used to tell of a

man, in 1840, who, having got " unco fou" at a gn>g-shop,staggered to the vicinity of a camp-meeting, wh< re he laidhimself down on the grass and went to sleep. Having par¬tially slept off the fumes of the liquor, he was aroused by thesound of loud speaking, and in going in the direction of the
noise, he found himself in the presence of a latge audience,who he thought were listening to a stump s|»eech. The
preacher.for such he was.was in full swing, and in loudand fearful tones proclaimed the dreadful sentence, "Unless
you rrpent you will lw damned " To which the drunken
man replied, " that's a d..d frthtral lie."

Ij«wl>.ss Domua..A letter from Goochland county, Vir¬
ginia, gives an account of a most disgraceful and lawless pro¬ceeding, on the part of a mob which assembled to witneas the
execution of two negroes who had been aentenced to lie hungon the "2'hh ultimo. The court had ordered that the e*ecu-tion ahoul he private, arid preparations had l>een made ac¬
cordingly ; but, when the day arrived, a crowd of eight 01
nine hundred |>er*ons assembled at the Court-house, and de¬
manded that the negroes should Ik- hung publicly. The jailorand police officers remonstrated with them, but were told thatif their demand was not complied with they would pull ihe
jail down. Resistance being useless, the jail-yard was open¬ed to the mob, who tushed in rn tnttxtt, dug up ihe gallowsfrom where the authorities had erected it, carried it out of the
yard, planted it where it best suited themselves, and compel¬led the officers to hang the criminals there W retchedly de¬
praved, indeed, must lie the moral taste and feeling which canfind enjoyment and pleasure in so revolting a apectaele « and
i« is not to I e wondered at (hat such a disposition should lie
ass M'ia'ed with a propensity for the groj«*cst outrages/on law
and order..Norfolk Herald.

SI'IMT OF THE FREE l'RESS.
KHOM Til K PJtSMBI LV AM IA (HAUHISHI'Uu) TKLKUBAI'll.
(Ji'u Cousrruv.Thk Wau.-.From the present posture of

public afl'airs, no one can calculate what our position us a na¬

tion will he twelve months from this time. We are now en¬

gaged in a war which the people abominate. When we say
the People, we mean the l>oue and sinew, the laborious agri¬
culturist, the skilful and painstaking mechanic, the quiet, in¬
dustrious, and sober citizen, the enterprising merchant and
the busy manufacturer.all these,, all who prefer jieace, with
its benign influence, to the tumult, distractions, and convul¬
sions of " red-visaged war all who prefer the pleasant and
harmonious influences of the home fireside, the cultivation of
the blooming fluids and the bleating of flocks and herds, to the
clangor of the battle-horn, the din of cannon, rattling of mus¬
ketry, groans of the dying, and screams of departing spirits,
are opposed, nay, u>/tally opposed to the piesent war ; to its
inception, objects, and ultimate results, as contended for, ad¬
vocated, and predicted by its warmest supporters. We do hot
mean to be understood that there are not vagabond editors,
reckless and unprincipled politicians, greedy speculators, of¬
fice beggars, and bankrupt merchants and manufacturers, who
are not greedy for a chance to practice assassination and rob¬
bery, that they may reap " solid reward" at the expente ot
manhood and mercy ! Such there are ; yet the penph are

opposed to the war. 'J'hey l^ve peace for peace's sake.
We, as a nation, are now in the attitude of striking down a

Republic in embryo ; one which is struggling to emerge from
despotism, and designed to aid us in establishing beyond a

peradventure that man is capable of sell-government. We
are engaged 111 a crusade against its growing liberties; dgainst
the principles of republicanism ; against the doctrine of ra¬
tional freedom, under the pietext of collectingu debt ! Mex
ico, it is said, owes our citizens. Ho be it : we admit it.
She has refused or neglected to pay ; let it be so. She has
insulted our dignity ; suppose she has. Still, is war the onlyremedy for these grievances ' Is the collection of an acknow¬
ledged debt or the humbling of an impotent adversary the onlyobject ? Do not the signs of the times authorize the asser¬
tion.is it not, at least, a matter of probable conjecture, that
this war is waged for conquest aud slavery ? That we can
ever receive our just dues for claims, unpaid while we oc¬
cupy our present position towards Mexico, none will assert,
['hat she can ever repay the cost of the war, even if it be
now abandoned, is a matter of hopeless contingency. Into
what a dreadful position arc we hurried by the imbecile blun-
derings of the Administration. We must fight to absolute
and unconditional a/mjuest or withdraw our troops. Having
subdued, we must annex or aljundon. Slavery, with its
blood-guiltiness, must b« incorporated as u prominent feature
into the constitution of that country which proclaims nil men
to be born " free and equal !" What will the charms of fed¬
eral republicanism then have achieved in the eyes of mankind '

Where then will stand the temple ofhuman liberty, at whose
shrine our fathers worshipped > We fear that our existence

bjhmd he present w*r, waged for congest an,I ,WV_
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'*. ^0. all political power, are originally
derived from the King. At the present day, however the
power, of Government are distributed somewhat a, they are

under our constitution, among various departments; but those
pot now claimed by the King have been conveyed by succes¬
sive grants to the People and Parliament When, therefore
becomes a quest,on, where is lodged a articular power i't

a only necessary to look into Magna Chart* and other grants
from the King, to see whether the power in question is inclu-
Jed among the fljauU. If nr»t . i .*

if.
not *° found, it remainM with the

king, along with the whole mass of residuary power, not
r»*d. nr the p., w.,J
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"ET;« 2-TV¦".">««-»m.!¦»Model Kepubhc - where the power of declaring war as well
a furnishing supplies belongs exclusively to Congress

he theory of our Government, on the contrary is that all
powers are ongmally derived from the pjj%£̂ Jj
St. r»ir rr "*". *"j o,"y «»»w

coyr,,.r f.,,. a .*

thp K frit'8h the0ryf U " ' fundamental maxim that
he King can do no wrong. Under ours, we have ..BUch
maxim, even w.th reference to the source of power! the PeG
Vie. Entire unanimity is never to be expected, and prac£

yptz:,xssrstz |
itten constitutions arises from the admitted fact that maiori-
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i i a settled rule of eipoaition that the constitution is i Um
datum upon the Legislative, hut a grant to the Execu i>e

h."ureUmTv ; or> in olhpr *»orda, that the L,gj«.
departrnenta c*n'Ti not '«rbidden, while the other
>¦«. .

exercise none but those expressly granted
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-. ircumsunces. He has grr»n up in a Ke-

public of fraemen, whose revolutionary siren, in wresting this
great country and the liberties of iU people from the dominion
of Britain, drew their principle* from the timet* of Hampden
anil Sidney. He lias seen those principle* enluiged and prac¬
tically illustrated in the operation of thia Government. Con¬
ducted on these principle*, we present a " model Republic"
for the admiration, if not the imitation, of the other nation* of
the earth. Ami few citizcn* of this Kepublic have been more

allluent in profbatons ot admiration ol our *y*tcm and of
hatred of monarchy", and none have in*i*ted more strenuously
upon a strict construction of the power* granted by the State*
and the jicople to the Federal Government, tlian Mr. Polk.

Hut on assuming the Presidency, an office in *ome respect*
substantially equivalent to that of King ol England, he gave
auch orders for the movement of the army as were calculated
necessarily, if not designed purposely, to produce inevitable
war with a neighboring sister Kepublic, of which Congress,
the sole war making power, though then in tension, was kept
profoundly ignorant ! He has proceeded since, under a sort
ol claim of royal prerogative asserted under the title of belli¬
gerent right*, to establish civil government* in conquered pro¬
vinces and to enforce revenue laws in blockaded ports, with¬
out the authority of Congress, as if all powers, executive and
militury, exercised or claimed in any age in any form of gov¬
ernment, whether under King, Emperor, Czar, Sultan, Mo¬
gul, or what not, necessarily inured to him in a state of war

under our limited constitution.
While Charles I. was enforcing his illegal exactions of ship

money, besides other appliances, the sacred pulpit was pro¬
faned to the purpose of subduing opposition and seducing or

awing the public into submission to his audacious doctiines
and high-handed measures. Sermon* were preached by Sib-
thorpe and Manwaring, and industriously spread over the
kingdom by order of the Court, designed to bring religious
prejudices to the support of civil authority, in which the doc¬
trine of the duty of passive obedience was asserted in its full
extent; the whole authority of the State claimed as belonging
to the King alone ; and all limitations of constitution and law
denounced as seditious and impious.
And so, in the same tyrannical spirit, though manifested

under other forms and agencies, the same doctrine" of passive
obedience is now attempted to be enforced upon the freemen
of this so called Republic, in favor of Executive infallibility,
prerogative, and power. If a citizen, imagining himself a

freeman, and fancying the Executive responsible to the consti¬
tution, laws, and public opinion, presume to examine his acts
in the fearless spirit of freedom and candor, forthwith the
tory-hearted slaves of power and party resound the demagogue
cry, first instigated by the President himself, M./rul Trtason.'
Aid and Comfort to the Enemy ! ! Mexican Whig ! ! !

KHOM THE NEW JKHBEY " FUKDONIAS."
litis VVah, this dreadful, indeed, this atrocious War!

How it engulphs the reason of the Nation, perverts its judg¬
ment, captivates its feelings, spill* its precious blood, squan¬
ders with more than prodigal waste it* millions of money,
paralyzes all it* warm and virtuous affections, and fixes its
eager gaze only upon fields of gory battle and bounds of pro¬
vinces won ! At the beginning no man, public or private,
had the hardihood to whisper a word of conquest for territory :

wo only aimed to defend what was clearly our own, and
hardly that. Now, presses, politicians, statesmen, and we

believe the Administration itself, unhesitatingly claim indem¬

nity for all the expenses of the war, and that must be in ter¬

ritory ; and not a few would strike at once for the utter ex¬

tinction or absor|4on of all Mexico !
Thus we progress ; thus war leads us. This is its true

spirit. Thus Republican France began by defending the in¬
tegrity of its own limits, and ended by aiming to break down
the boundaries of every nation it could reach ; and Napoleon
was bequeathed to accomplish th:«t. Thus Great Britain

sought to plant a little trading establishment in the East, and
now counts whole nations, and peoples, and empires under
her sway, and still pants and pushes for more. And thus
the United State* moved her bristling cannon up, to prevent
encroachments upon her boundary, and now finds herself ex¬

clusively in the enemy's country, in a war of rapine and po¬
litical extermination ! And so it ha* been in all time past.
Can the thoughtful feel composed, the statesman see no peril,
the patriot fold his arm* amid*t all this ? Are we ready for
armies, navies, debts, and deep dishonor, without one effort
to avert them ' Are we prepared for the inevitable spirit
which all must engender ; the sway of one tyrant or of forty ;
the substitution, to a great extent, of usurpation for law ; the
will of one man for the Constitution ; the sword of the un¬

successful soldier for the wisdom of sages > Can we stand
unmoved at such a revolution in the-whole texture and opera¬
tions of the Government as is now in rapid progress > Where
are the W bigs, where are the Conservatives, where the hon¬
est strong men of the land, that they stay not the monstious
evils that threaten to overwhelm us >

I he government paper admit* that there is 110 prospect of
pt-ace, and boldly and falsely asserts that the obstacles to
peace are such as " no course of policy on our part can re¬
move. It is in our power at any moment, and has been from
the day the first blow was struck, to effect an honorable jieace.
ISot by conquest, however, nor by annexation, nor upon the
principle of indemnity for all expenses, but by returning
within our own boundaries, or even somewhat in advance of
them, an J there calmly but firmly awaiting the subsidence of
the troubled waters in Mexico, and the accession to power of
men who have some reason about them, some wish to serve
their country, some courage to decide upon and pursue the
proper measures to that end. Sooner or later something like
this must take place, unless our countrymen shall have given
themselves up to endless war and its concomitants.

FROM THE BOSTON JU1HNH.
When the war with Mexico commenced it was confidently

stated in various quarters, and believed by the Government,
that the population of Santa Fe and California were dissatis¬
fied with the Mexican government and laws, w» re ready to
act in any enterprise which would free them from the thral¬
dom in which they were held, would welcome a military force
from this Republic with o|*>n arms, and gladly place them¬
selves under the government of the United States. Our force*
took possession of that distant part of Mexico ; they found the
people unprovided with military stores, destitute of a warlike
spirit, and unwilling as well as unprepared to resist. The
piincipsl cities were subjugated almost without a blow, ami
the few inhabitants who joined the handful of troops under
L)e Castro, and bravely sought to stem the torrent which
threatened to sweep away their identity, were denounced by
our chieftains as rebels and brigands, and proceeded against
accordingly. The number of these brave and patriotic inert,
however, were few ; wherever our troops ap|«ared, opposition
was withdrawn. I he whole country was ours ; new regula¬
tions and laws were established over a conquered people, and
magistrates, selected from among the officers of the American
army or navy, were appointed to rule over them and execute
the laws.

1 bus Now Mexico and California liecame subjugated pro¬
vinces ; the territory was conquered by the sword, and it was

found that the inhabitants, so far from entertaining friendly
feelings towards us.so far froai lieing desirous of putting
themselves under our government, and seeking our protection,
cherished towards us feelings of hatred, and nothing but their
defenceless position, but their want of meant, and especially
of military resources and habits, prevented them from disput¬
ing with energy and desperation the right of conquering their
native country, ami dictating laws to the inhabitants.

It is found, accordingly, that wherever we have actual pos¬
sesion of a cily or province by a sufficient military force, the
people are submissive and respectful, promise good faith and
allegiance In the United State*, and avow lhe~nio»t friendly
feeling* toward# individuals and the General Government.
But the moment our troops are withdrawn, the slumlwring
volcano bursts forth. Under the combined influence of love
of country and hatred of invaders, the boldest citizens unite
anil organize a plan of resistance.a " rebellion," as it is call¬
ed, ensues, and they wreak their vengeancp on the few unfor¬
tunate foreigners who are found in their midst. Extermina-
tion is the word, and deeds are rnacted the relation of which
thrills the soul with horror.

I he "rebellion" is eventually crushed by the re-appearance
of our forces, nnd the insurgents.those who have sought to
expel the invaders from their soil and to restore their wonted
laws are denounced as brigands and assassins, to whom no

mercy should lie shown. Their property is sequestered,
and, if taken, they are hanged by the summary process of
martial law ; or, according to the latest advices from that quar¬
ter, are degraded by being scourged in the public streets
Such ia the boasted conquest of California by the American
arms |'h« record of the event on the pnge of history, if
faithfully chronicled, will be a disgrace not only to this coun¬
try but to the age in which we live.

I he wrongs of Poland have been a favorite theme for the
historian, the novelist, and the poet. The conduct of Russia,
especially «jnrt, ,|1P |nst r( volution, or rebellion, as it is term¬
ed by the Cznr and his satellites, is inveighed against as cruel
and inhuman to an extent unparalleled in the history of na¬
tions; but it falls short of our treatment of the people in New
Mexico. Nicholas did not invade and conquer Poland;
he inherited it from his ancestors ; it was already, by the taeit
consent of all Europe, a part of his empire. And, when the
revolution was overcome by numerical strength, he hontented
himself with quietly "removing" some of the most noble and
patriotic among the citizens.depriving others of all their pro¬
perty, and sending them to Siberia, or degrading them from
their rank in society, anil condemning them to labor in the
fields or the mines, and allowing his soldiers to insult and op-
piess the people, nobility or peasantry, without restraint.
Our Government, however, has invaded and conquered

Santa I «^und (California without any cau«e of oflencc against
the people of those provinces, but io gratify the ambition of

Mr. Polk and acquire territory, and, having no desert in the
frigid zone to which we can exile the moat troublesome among
the citizens, we resort to the more expeditious mode of getting
rid of them by stringing them up to the gallowa-tree in the
presence of their countrymen, or stripping them ot their gar¬
ments ami whipping them in the public streets, as an exam¬

ple to others to bear the yoke of oppression without resistance,
or even without a murmur. And in this way it is expecltd
that the people will be conciliated, and assassinations, and in¬
surrections, and massacres of Americans be prevented !

Oh, this Mexican war, undertaken without sufficient cause,
will long bo remembered. We have not yet got through the
first chapter in the history of its evils. We fear there are

other and fearful ones to follow.

IUOM THK IT. LOUIS MAILT NfcW Kit A.

" An elective despotism is not the Government we fought
for.".Jefferson's Sotex.
The press gives us detailed and varied accounts of every

battle, and depicts in plowing colors every brilliant exploit of
the war, and every deed of reckless daring |>eiformed by any
of our troops. And thus the young and the thoughtless are

too often brought, unconsciously, to the opinion that nothing
is glorious but war, and nothing patriotic but fighting.

While the young spirit of the country is misled by the con¬

stant exhibition of these brilliant spectacles, the public is not
warned of the real danger which threatens. It is not put upon
its guard against the encroachments of official power upon the
principles of the constitution, and upon the peaceful law-abid
ing spirit ot our institutions. War is the natural enemy and
sure destroyer of written constitutions and lilierty, as established
and guarded by law. The very principle of war is brute force,
and all its rights are but the rights of the strongest. He who
has the supreme command in war is necessarily a despot : He
is not an adviser, a governor, a president.he is a commander,
and as the first duty and highest virtue of a soldier is obe¬
dience, the commanders will becomes the only law. And
hence always " the laws are silent amidst arms."

Has not this evil practically and in fact come upon us '

To say nothing for the present about the conduct of the Pre¬
sident in bringing on this war without consulting the Congress,
then in session, his conduct in prosecuting it isdaugerous and
alarming in the extreme. By his single authority, as com¬

mander of the army, he has assumed the power and delegated
it to his subordinates to incorporate with our country con¬

quered foreign Stites; and has, by military proclamation, im¬
posed a code of civil laws, erectid courts and appointed officers
for the government of the conquered people ; has declared
those people citizens of the United States, and with the insult¬
ing forms of judicial justice, has tried and executed some of
them for pretended truason against this Government
by his single authority, as Commander of the Army, ho

has imposed a tariff of impost duties in all the ports ol Mexico
now under his power, or hereafter to be conquered. The
revenue thus to be derived is not to go into the Treasury of
the United States, nor to be accounted for to Congress. It is
the revenue of Commander Polk, to be collected by his mili¬
tary subordinates, and to be expended for military purposes,
as he may think lit to order. It is without any limitation as

to the time of its continuance, or the amount to be raised, or
the particular objects to which it shall be appropriated.
By his single authority, unsanctioned by any act of Con¬

gress, he has levied troops, and is even now employing them in
conquering a foreign people and subjecting them to the civil
rule of his own military dependants. Geh. Kearny enlisted a

battalion of Mormons, who were emigrants from the United
.States, and alieady on their march to a foreign country, with
the express stipulation that they should not be treated as real
American soldiers, but that, at the end of their service, they
should be discharged in California, with arms in their hands.
Col. 1" remont enlisted a body of 400 men " without any au¬

thority of law, and with them, waging war upon his own
footing, granted a capitulation to the Governor of California
and his army.

These troops are certainly no part of the Army of the United
States, of which, by the Constitution, the President is Com¬
mander in Chief; for, by the Constitution, Congress alone
can raise armies, and Congress had nothing to do with the
raising of these. They are Commander Polk's, or General
Kearny's, or Col. Fremont's, for they raised them without
lawful authority, and are using them as they think best.
So the constitution, which gives to Congress the sole power

to raise and maintain armies, limits the power, even in Con¬
gress, to appropriations of money not to exceed two years at a

time. But, however the President and Congress may be
limited at home by the constitution, the Commander-in-Chief
is not to be baulked by constitutional restrictions, in his high
designs to enlarge the area of Saxon liberty ami negro slavery,
Having t>egun to raise troops of his own, to wage wars of his
own, he must of course have a revenue of his own, to sup¬
porting armies and ndvaoce his caroer of glory, independent
of Congress. I'o this end the Commander-in Chief has, by
bis own individual will, and at his own unchecked discretion,
imposed impost taxefe upon all nations, ourselves included,
who trade to Mexico. The amount of this tax is purely dis¬
cretionary with the Commander-in-Chief, and, as yet, he has
fixed no limit to its duration. He means to support his army
with it, and of course he will need the revenue so long as he
has occasion for an army. The Commander-in-Chief is a

prudent and wise man, like King Charles the First. He deals
with Congress as that wise Monarch dealt with his Purlia-
merit. Last winter, an I're9ident, he could not persuade
Congress to be liberal in the general cause of the Anglo-Sax¬
on race. Th.y refused to grant the three millions for Nanta
Anna, unless with exceptions and provisoes ; and they refused
altogether the tax on tea and coflee, which the President and Mr.
Walker demanded as indispensable. Determined no longer to be
thwarted and perplexed by conatitutional restrictions and Con¬
gressional olrstinacy, he no longer relies upon his powers and
influences as civil 1'rraidenl of the United States, but as

commander of the army he raises men and money by his
own inherent prerogative. "Give me money," said Ciesar,
"and I will get men; and with my men I will get more

money."
In^the declining years of the Roman Empire, not only had

the bmperor art army, but every gTeat officer of State hail co¬
horts of his own. Bellisarius reconquered Italy with his own
household troops. Tt is to be feared that that portion of his¬
tory is not forgotten by our lawless rulers. -

FROM THK MOUTH AMERICA* Or JVSt 6.
"Uttit ru/t '."God wills it".was the watchword and

war-cry with which Poj>e Urban II. and the thousand attend¬
ing Priests and Bishops at the Council of Clement sent forth
the warrior hosts of Christendom, in the First Crusade, to

recover the Holy Land.
A horde of fanatic soldiers, in a semi-barbaric age, might

believe that it was the will of God they should reclaim the
Sepulchre from the bands of the Infidel who defiled it. But,
in the present era, after eight centuries of advanced cultiva¬
tion, when men who attempt to fathom the purjnises of the
Most High have cause to do it with a more humble and rever¬

ent as well as a more rational mind, few will believe that (in
the sense in which the Crusaders understood their battle-word)
God willed that his erring creatures should shed the blood of
slaughter on the tomb of Him who died that peace and good¬
will might prevail upon earth. The race of the prophets has
been long extinct; the age of inspiration has passed nway ;
and who, of men, standing lietween mortality and its Maker,
shall affect to interpret to us the judgments and announce the
decrees of Providence * Superstition is not yet banished 5
fanaticism still lives and raves ; but every sensible man feels
the shock of impiety, when, in the grossest of our earthly af¬
fairs, the interposition of Heaven is asserted, and the will of
God proclaimed as the sanction of human ambition and worldly
passion.

It has become a common, a too common thing among us
to sj»eak of the supposed destinies of the Anglo-American race
in the .New World as if they had been made manifest to us

by some new revelation. Journalists and letter-writers take it
for granted, orators harangue about it, and even honorable
members on the floors of Congress have assumed that the race
of the Republic is to overrun and possess the whole continent,
from the Arctic. Sea to the frozen limits of Patagonia. Per¬
haps we should disregard these prophetic annunciations, com¬

ing from such quarters, as mere flowers and hyperboles of the
imagination ; but when the fashion extends, as it has in one
or two instances done, to the reverend clergy, the evil be¬
comes a serious one ; for such a doctrine preached from the
pulpit is doubly dangerous.it is dangerous to the peace and
happiness of mankind ; it is dangerous to the interests of reli¬
gion It is known that one reverend clergyman in the South,
at the first sound of the guns of Palo Alto, abandoning his
flock, or perhaps arming and lending it with him, marched as
a captain of volunteers to Mntamoros, where he preached a

sermon to a congregation Of soldiers, representing them as the
children of Israel, and the land of Mexico, which they were

in, 'as the land of the Canaanites, flowing with milk and ho¬
ney, which the Lord gave them as their spoil ; and, more re¬

cently, the papers have informed us of another reverend gen¬
tleman, not, however, n soldier, who in a pulpit address
stretched the modern Canaan over the whole Mexican Isth¬
mus and South America. The Ancient Law imposed a dread¬
ful penalty upon "the prophet which shall presume to speak
a word^ in My name which I have not commanded him to

speak j and such presumption more than startles the modern
Christian reason, coming from the lips of a modern Christian
divine. Who taught these teachers that this was our destiny '

Who commanded them to announce it > Who ordained
them with the ordination of the prophet, and clothed them
with the mantle of inspiration ' Our destiny is the sectet of
God, which has not been revealed to man } anil they rush
upon ground which angels might fear to tread who connect
His name with wars of conquest, and preach His will as the
authority for a crusade of blood and rapine.to which such
ideas of our destiny inevitably lead, and without which the
destiny could never be accompliahcd.


